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The Hon. ToddApo, Council Chair
The Hon. NesterGarcia,BudgetCommitteeChair

Honolulu City Council —

Honolulu Hale
Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: RestoreMOCA’s BudgetCuts

DearCouncil ChairApo andBudgetChairGarcia:

We are writing to askthatyou pleaserestorethe $172,500budgetcut to the Mayor’sOffice of Culture andthe
Arts. While we understandthenecdfor our city’s leadersto makedifficult decisionsregardingthebudget,we
areaskingthat you pleasenot takemeasuresthat will irreparablyharmto the artscommunity.

This significantcut to MOCA’s budgetwill affectits grantsprograms.As a recipientof a grant from MOCA, I
cantell you that the small investmentthat theCity makesin theHawaii Youth Symphonyis well worth the

value. With assistancefromthe City, HYS is ableto accomplishthe following:
• Servicemorethan600 studentsa year,providinghigh qualitymusiceducationthat is filling the

gapsleft by our under-resourcedschoolsystem;
• Producefree, educationalconcerts,targetedat school children,andreachingnearly 10,000

studentsa year;
• ThroughtheHYS Academy,offer freegeneralmusicandbeginningbandclassesat theBoys and

Girls Club for any interestedstudent.
Ourprogramsareproviding jobs for someof Hawaii’s finest musiceducators,andtheyare providing
educationalopportunitiesthat our youngpeoplecannotfind elsewheredueto cutsfrom every sector.

We haveextraordinarycreativetalentin our small state.The artsdeserveto be supportedandprotectedto
ensurethe healthandwell being of our communities.The artsprovidejobs, educationandotherservicesin our
city. Pleaserestorethebudgetcuts.The paybackis somuchgreaterthanthe investmentyou aremaking in our
communityandour children.

Thankyou,

SelenaChing
ExecutiveDirector
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